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Docket No. 325772014000 



Method and Device for Processing Image Data 

This application is based on Japanese Patent 
Application No. 11-7609 filed on January 14, 1999 , the 
5 contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The invention relates to a method and a device for 
10 processing image data, in particular, a method and a device 
for printing a plurality of copies of data expediently* 

2 . Description of Related Art 

A printer does not receive image data from a computer 
each time the printing of a copy is completed when printing 
15 a plurality of copies. The printer stores the image data it 
received in the first printing in a storage device and prints 
the second copy and the rest of the copies based on the image 
data stored in the storage device. 

In printing a plurality of copies, there are two ways 
20 of formats for the image data stored in the storage device 
of the printer; the BM compressed format and the printer 
language format. 

The BM compressed format is a format, where the printer 
language data, or the image data consisting of a printer 
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language transmitted from the computer is developed into a 
bitmap data and the BM compressed data, or the data obtained 
by compressing the bitmap data is stored in the storage device. 
The BM compressed data needs to be extended in order for the 
5 image data to be printed. 

The printer language format is a format, where the 
printer language data transmitted from the computer is 
directly stored in the storage device. The printer language 
data needs to be developed into a bitmap data in order for 

10 the image data to be printed. 

The volume of the printer language data is normally 
smaller than the volume of the BM compressed data. From the 
standpoint of effectively using the storage device for 
storing the image data, it is advantageous to store it as 

15 a printer language data. 

Various printers with the above consideration have been 
proposed recently. For example, a Publication of Unexamined 
Japanese Patent Application, JP-A-9-1 93486 discloses a 
printer, where an image data is stored as a printer language 

20 data in a storage device of the printer such as a hard disk 
device if the available capacity of the storage device is 
small, and the image data is stored as a BM compressed data 
if the available capacity of the storage device is 
sufficient. 
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However, such a printer is not always advantageous for 
the following two reasons: 

First, a printer language data obtained by converting 
an image having graphics with PostScript may have a larger 
5 volume of data than a comparable BM compressed data. 
Therefore, storing an image data as a printer language data 
may not necessarily be an effective usage of the printer's 
storage device ♦ 

D Secondly, an image data stored as a printer language 

4-10 data in the storage device may take too long to print. More 
§ if specifically, the time required to develop a printer language 
% data corresponding to one page of document into a bitmap data 
exceeds the time required to print a page of document, the 
time required for the printing process may become undesirably 
f]15 long. 

The printing time, as mentioned here, is defined as the 
time span between the time point when the system begins to 
write a bitmap data corresponding to the current page of the 
document on a photoconductor of an electronic photography 
20 printer and the time point when it becomes possible to write 
the bitmap data of the next page. For example, a printer that 
is capable of printing 60 pages per minute, the printing time 
is one second. 

On the other hand, in order to avoid the printing process 
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time from elongating, it is desirable to store the image data 
in a storage device as a bitmap data, which does not require 
a developing time. However, uniformly storing all image data 
as bitmap data requires a storage device with a large capacity. 
5 It creates a problem for the effective usage of the storage 
device. 

Consequently, the printers proposed in the past, such 
as a printer that uniformly stores all image data as printer 
language data due to the limited space available in the 

0 storage device such as a hard disk device used for storing 
image data, and a printer that uniformly stores all image 
data as BM compressed data do not have sufficient 
capabilities from the standpoint of the effective use of the 
storage devices and the shortening of the printing process. 

5 Another types of printer that have the reprinting 

capability are also known. The reprinting function is a 
capability of a printer to print one copy of an image data 
as instructed by a computer and then print extra copies of 
the same image data without further instructions from the 

0 computer. More specifically, the reprinting capability 
enables the printer to execute the next printing based on 
the image data stored in the storage device during the first 
printing. 

However, the printers equipped with the reprinting 
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capability lack due considerations for the format of storing 
image data in the storage device as well. Thus, they do not 
have sufficient capabilities. 

Another type of printers also known to the public are 
5 network printers that are capable of consigning printing jobs 
to different printers connected to the same networks. If 
printing of a plurality of copies is specified, a network 
printer can delegate the job of printing some of the copies 
to a different printer, or delegate to a different printer 
^ 10 the rest of the work if printing cannot be continued due to 
m a malfunction. The delegation of the printing jobs requires 

j;= the transfer of the image data stored in the storage device 

O of the network printer to the different printer. 

However, these causes a problem associated with the data 
O 15 transfer time in addition to the aforementioned problems 
associated with the effective usage of the storage device 
and the printing process time. For example, if the volume 
of the printer language data is greater than the volume of 
the BM compressed data, the time required for transferring 
20 the image data consisting of the printer language data 
becomes large, and the network load increases. On the other 
hand, if all image data are uniformly stored as the BM 
compressed data, the volume of the BM compressed data usually 
becomes larger than the volume of the printer language data. 
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in addition, the time required for transferring the image 
data consisting of the BM compressed data to a different 
printer becomes large. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
5 It is an object of the present invention to provide a 

method of processing image data, which includes the steps 
of (a) receiving a first image data, obtaining a second image 
data by means of developing the first image data, (c) 
obtaining a third image data by means of compressing the 
10 second image data, (d) comparing a volume of the first image 
data and a volume of the third image data, and (e) storing 
the image data of the smaller of two volumes while discarding 
the image data of the larger of two volumes. 

It is other object of the present invention to provide 
15 a device for processing image data, which includes a receiver, 
a first generator, a second generator, a comparator, and a 
storage means. The receiver receives a first image data 
consisting of a printer language data. The first generator 
generates a second image data consisting of a bitmap data 
20 by means of developing the first image data. The second 
generator generates a third image data by means of 
compressing the second image data. The comparator for 
comparing a volume of the first image data and a volume of 
the third image data. And, the storage means stores the image 
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data of the smaller of two volumes while discarding the image 
data of the larger of two volumes* 

A further object of the invention is to provide a method 
of processing image data, which includes the steps of (a) 
receiving a first image data, (b) obtaining a second image 
data by means of developing the first image data, (c ) printing 
on a recording medium using the second image data, (d) 
comparing a first time required for developing the first 
image data and a second time required for printing with the 
second image data, and (e) storing the first image data if 
the first time is shorter than the second time based on the 
result of the comparison. 

Still a further object of the invention is to provide 
an image data processing device, which includes a receiver, 
a generator, a transmitter, a comparator, and a storage means . 
The receiver receives a first image data consisting of a 
printer language data. The generator generates a second 
image data that consists of a bitmap data by means of 
developing the first image data. The transmitter for 
transmitting the second image data to a printing unit for 
printing the image data on a recording medium. The 
comparator compares a first time required for developing the 
first image data and a specified second time. And, the 
storage means stores the first image data if the first time 



is shorter than the second time based on the result of the 
comparison. 

An even further object of the invention is to provide 
an image processing device, which includes a receiver, a 
5 first generator, a second generator, a transmitter, a 
comparing means and a storage means • The receiver receives 
a first image data consisting of a printer language data. 
The first generator generates a second image data consisting 
of a bitmap data by means of developing the first image data. 

10 The second generator generates a third image data by means 
of compressing the second image data. The transmitter 
transmits the second image data to a printing unit for 
printing the image data on a recording medium. The comparing 
means compares a first time required for developing the first 

15 image data and a specified second time* And, the storage 
means stores the first image data if the first time is shorter 
than the second time and storing the third image data if the 
first time is longer than the second time based on the result 
of the comparison. 

20 The objects, characteristics, and advantages of this 

invention other than those set forth above will become 
apparent from the following detailed description of the 
preferred embodiments , which refers to the annexed drawings . 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
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Fig. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a printer 
according to a first embodiment; 

Fig, 2 is a schematic flowchart of the printer 
operation; 

5 Fig, 3 is a flowchart of a first mode for determining 

data formats based on comparisons between the volumes of a 
printer language data and a BM compressed data; 

Fig. 4 is a flowchart of a second mode for determining 
data formats based on comparisons between printing time and 
10 time required for developing a printer language data into 
a bitmap data; 

Fig, 5 is a flow chart of a third mode based on a 
combination of the first mode and the second mode; 

Fig. 6 is a flow chart of a fourth mode similar to the 
15 second mode; 

Fig. 7 is a flow chart of a fifth mode based on a 
combination of the first mode and the fourth mode; 

Fig. 8A and Fig. 8B are flow charts for the image data 
processing in the printer; 
20 Fig. 9 is a flow chart for the operation in a printer 

according to a second embodiment; 

Fig. 10 is a flow chart for the image data processing 
in the printer; 

Fig. 11A and Fig. 11B are flow charts for the operation 
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in a printer according to a third embodiment; 

Fig. 12 is a flow chart for the image data processing 
in the printer; 

Fig. 13A through Fig. 13C are flow charts for the image 
5 data processing in a printer according to a fourth 
embodiment; and 

Fig. 14 is a schematic flow chart for the operation in 
a printer according to a fifth embodiment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 
10 The embodiments of this invention will be described 

below with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

Embodiment 1 

A printer 4 shown in Fig. 1 is not a type of printer 
that, depending on the space available on the storage device , 

15 uniformly stores image data as printer language data or as 
BM compressed data, i.e. , data obtained by compressing bitmap 
data developed from printer language data. More 
specifically, the volume of the printer language data 
received is compared with the volume of the BM compressed 

20 data page by page to determine the data format for storing 
the image data. The stored image data form a print file as 
a whole. Printing of the second copy and the rest of the 
copies are executed based on the print file which is a mixture 
of printer language data and BM compressed data. 
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The printer 4 can be roughly divided into a printer 
controller 8 and a printing unit 6. The printer controller 
8 receives printer language data transmitted from a computer 
2 , develops it to bitmap data, and transmits it to the printing 
5 unit 6. The printing unit 6 actually executes printing based 
on the bitmap data. Though the printer controller 8 is built 
inside the printer 4 in this embodiment, it can also be 
provided as an independent unit on the outside of the printer 
4. 

10 A CPU 10 is mainly in charge of controlling the printer 

controller 8, comparing volumes of the image data and/or 
printing times, and executes various arithmetic operations. 
An interface unit 11 is an interface between the computer 
2 and the printer 4, and is used for receiving the printer 

15 language data transmitted by the computer 2. The printer 
language data thus received is rasterized by CPU 10, and 
converted into a bitmap data. 

A compression-expansion unit 12 executes the process 
of compressing a bitmap data into a BM compressed data as 

20 well as the process of expanding a BM compressed data into 
a bitmap data. An interface unit 16 is an interface between 
the printer controller 8 and the printing unit 6, and 
transmits bitmap data to the printing unit 6 . 

A storage device 19 is equipped with a working memory 
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17 and a print memory 18 . The print memory 18 stores the image 
data page by page in a format of either printer language data 
or BM compressed data. The data format for being stored in 
the print memory 18 is determined by the CPU 10. More 
specifically, the CPU 10 determines the data format based 
on the comparison between the volume of the printer language 
data and the volume of the BM compressed data, and/or the 
comparison between the time required for printing one page 
and the time required to develop one page of printer language 
data into a bitmap data. 

As shown in the above, the printer language data 
transmitted by the computer 2 will be converted into a bitmap 
data, and transmitted to the printing unit 6 to generate a 
image data to be printed. Simultaneously, the image data 
will be stored page by page in the print memory 18 either 
as a printer language data or a bitmap data based on the 
comparison between the printer language data volume and the 
BM compressed data volume and/or the comparison between the 
printing time and the developing time. The data stored in 
the print memory 18, or the print file will be used for 
printing the second copy and the rest of the copies when a 
plurality of copies are to be produced. 

Now, the operation in the printer is described referring 
to Fig. 2. 



The first step in the execution of a printing operation 
is receiving of a printer language data transmitted from the 
computer (Step SI) • The printer language data is rasterized 
(Step S2 ) , and developed into a bitmap data (Step S3 ) . Next, 
5 the image data is printed based on the bitmap data (Step S4) . 

For printing a plurality of copies, the first copy is 
printed based on the printer language data transmitted from 
the computer. On the other hand, the second copy and the rest 
of the copies are printed, not based on the printer language 
10 data transmitted from the computer again, but based on the 
print file, which is a data consisting of a mixture of printer 
language data and BM compressed data, and stored in the print 
memory 18 while the first copy was printed. 



15 Next, the mode for selecting the data format of the image 

data to be stored in the print memory 18 will be described 
in detail referring to Fig. 3 through Fig. 7. 

The first mode shown in Fig. 3 comes from the standpoint 
of the reduction of the print file and the effective use of 

20 the storage device. Specifically, the printer language data 
volume is compared with the BM compressed data volume page 
by page and the data with the smaller volume of the two will 
be stored in the print memory 18. The specific process flow 
is as follows . 
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First , the printer language data volume is compared with 
the BM compressed data volume page by page (Step Sll). if 
the printer language data volume is smaller than the BM 
compressed data volume , the printer language data will be 
stored in the print memory 18 (StepS12), and the BM compressed 
data will be removed from the working memory 17 (Step S13). 
On the other hand, if it is found that the BM compressed data 
volume is smaller than the printer language data volume, the 
BM compressed data will be stored in the print memory 18 (Step 
S14) , and the printer language data will be deleted from the 
working memory 17 (Step S15). 

The second mode shown in Fig. 4 comes from the standpoint 
of the prevention of the elongation of the printing process 
time. Specifically, the time required for printing one page 
of data is compared with the time required for developing 
one page of printer language data into a bitmap data. If the 
developing time is shorter than the printing time, the 
printer language data will be stored in the print memory 18. 
The specific processing flow is as follows. 

First, the developing time is compared with the printing 
time (Step S21) . If the developing time is shorter than the 
printing time, the printer language data will be stored in 
the print memory 18 (Step S22), and the BM compressed data 
will be deleted from the working memory 17 (Step S23). If 



the developing time is longer than the printing time, the 
BM compressed data will be stored in the print memory 18 (Step 
S24) , and the printer language data will be deleted from the 
working memory 17 (Step S25). 
5 The purpose of this process is as follows. 

In order to execute printing of the second copy and the 
rest of the copies based on the printer language data stored 
in the print memory 18, it is necessary to develop the printer 
P language data into a bitmap data. For example, the printing 

4-10 unit 6 begins to print actually when the bitmap data for the 
lz first page is written on a photoconductor provided in the 

j= printing unit 6. On the other hand, the printer controller 

O 8 develops the printer language data for the second page 

M; stored in the print memory 18 into the bitmap data. If the 
□ 15 development of the printer language data for the second page 
into a bitmap data is not finished by the time when the 
printing of the first page is completed and the 
photoconductor is ready for receiving the second page bitmap 
data, the process of the printing unit 6 stops temporarily. 
20 Since the process of the printing unit 6 is held up until 
the development is completed, the printing process time is 
elongated . In order to avoid this problem, in the second mode, 
the printer language data is stored into the print memory 
18 only when the developing time is shorter than the printing 
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time. 

The third mode shown in Fig . 5 is based on the combination 
of the first mode and the second mode. In other words, the 
third mode is based on the two thoughts. One is that the 
5 developing time needs to be shorter than the printing time 
in order to prevent the elongation of the printing process 
time. The other point is that it is undesirable to store the 
printer language data in the print memory 18 from the 
j standpoint of effective use of the print memory 18, if the 
J 10 printer language data volume is larger than the BM compressed 
data volume. The specific process flow is as shown below. 
I First, the time required for printing one page of 

^ document is compared with the time required for developing 
the printer language data for the current page into a bitmap 
jl5 data (Step S31) . if the developing time is shorter than the 
printing time, a further comparison between the printer 
language data volume and the BM compressed data volume is 
made (Step S32). if the printer language data volume is 
smaller than the BM compressed data, the printer language 
20 data is stored in the print memory 18 (Step S33), and the 
BM compressed data is deleted from the working memory 17 (Step 
S34) . 

On the other hand, if the developing time is longer than 
the printing time at Step S31, and the printer language data 
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volume is larger than the BM compressed data volume at Step 
S32, the BM compressed data is stored in the print memory 
18 (Step S35), and the print language data will be deleted 
from the working memory 17 (Step S36). 

The fourth mode shown in Fig. 6 is a modification of 
the second mode (Fig, 4), and is not based on a simple 
comparison between the time required for printing one page 
of document and the time required for developing the image 
data of the current page into the bitmap data. In the fourth 
mode, if the image data of the previous page is a BM compressed 
data, a comparison is made between the time required for 
printing two pages and the time required for developing the 
printer language data of the current page into a bitmap data 
based on the fact that it is not necessary to develop the 
printer language data of the previous page. When the 
developing time is shorter than the time required for 
printing two pages, the printer language data of the current 
page will be stored in the print memory 18. The meaning of 
this process is as follows. 

For example, in the second mode, the image data for the 
second page will be stored as a BM compressed data if the 
printer language data for the second page cannot be developed 
into a bitmap data within the time required for printing one 
page related to the first page. Furthermore, if the printer 



language data for the third page cannot be developed into 
a bitmap data within the time required for printing one page 
related to the second page, the image data of the third page 
is stored as a BM compressed data. 

However, since the second page image data is not stored 
as a printer language data in the print memory 18, it is not 
necessary to develop it into a bitmap data and the time 
required for developing the second page is negligible. 
Therefore, it is possible to conduct the process of 
developing the printer language data of the third page into 
a bitmap data from the time that the image data of the first 
page is printed . In other words , if the printer language data 
for the third page can be developed into a bitmap data within 
the time required for printing two pages related to the first 
and second pages, the process of the printing unit 6 does 
not stop. Thus, the elongation of the printing process can 
be avoided. 

Next, the specific process flow will be described. 

First, if the image data of the first page is the subject 
(Step S41) , the printing time for one page is set to the base 
time "T" (Step S42) . The base time "T" is compared with the 
developing time for the printer language data for the first 
page (Step S43) . if the developing time is shorter than the 
base time "T," the printer language data for the first page 



will be stored in the print memory 18 (Step S44), and the 
BM compressed data for the first page will be deleted from 
the working memory 17 (Step S45) . The printing time for one 
page will be set as the base time "T" for the second page 
(Step S46) . 

On the other hand, if the developing time is longer than 
the base time "T" at Step 43 , the BM compressed data for the 
first page will be stored in the print memory 18 (Step S47) , 
and the printer language data for the first page will be 
deleted from the working memory 17 (Step S48). Next, the 
printing time for two pages will be set as the base time "T" 
for the second page (StepS49). Steps S43, S44, S45, S47 and 
S48 are identical to those in the second mode* 

If the image data for the second and the rest of pages 
are the subject (Steps S41, S42), the base time "T" that has 
already been set will be compared with the developing time 
for the printer language data for the current page (Step S43 ) . 
The base time "T" is the printing time for one page if the 
image data for the previous page is stored in the print memory 
18 as a printer language data, and is a printing time for 
two pages if the image data for the previous page is stored 
in the print memory 18 as a BM compressed data. if the 
developing time for the printer language data for the current 
page is shorter than the base time "T," the printer language 



data for the current page will be stored in the print memory 
18 (Step S44), and the BM compressed data for the current 
page will be deleted from the working memory 17 (Step S45). 
Next, the printing time for one page will be set as the base 
time "1" for the next page (Step S46). 

On the other hand, if the developing time for the printer 
language data for the current page is found to be longer than 
the base time "T" at Step S43, the BM compressed data for 
the current page will be stored for the print memory 18 (Step 
S47 ) , and the printer language data for the current page will 
be deleted from the working memory 17 (Step S48) . Next, the 
printing time for two pages will be set up as the base time 
"T" for the next p a g e (step S49). 

Lastly, the fifth mode shown in Fig. 7 is based on the 
combination of the first mode (Fig. 3) and the fourth mode 
(Fig. 6). 

Specifically, if the BM compressed data for the previous 
page is stored in the print memory 18, and the developing 
time for the print language data for the current page is 
shorter than the printing time for two pages, and the volume 
of the printer language data for the current page is smaller 
than the volume of the BM compressed data for the current 
page, the printer language data for the current page will 
be stored in the print memory 18. On the other hand, if the 
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printer language data for the previous page is stored in the 
print memory 18, and the developing time for the print 
language data for the current page is shorter than the 
printing time for one page, and the volume of the printer 
5 language data for the current page is smaller than the volume 
of the BM compressed data for the current page, the printer 
language data for the current page will be stored in the print 
memory 18. 

Now, the specific process flow is described. 

10 First, if the image data of the first page is the subject 

(Step S51) , the printing time for one page is set to the base 
time "T" (Step S52) * The base time "T" is compared with the 
developing time for the printer language data for the first 
page (Step S53) . If the developing time is shorter than the 

15 base time "T," the volume of the printer language data for 
the first page is compared with the volume of the BM compressed 
data of the first page (Step S54), If the volume of the 
printer language data for the first page is smaller than the 
volume of the BM compressed data of the first page, the printer 

20 language data for the first page will be stored in the print 
memory 18 (Step S55) , and the BM compressed data for the first 
page will be deleted from the working memory 17 (Step S56) . 
The printing time for one page will be set as the base time 
"T" for the second page (Step S57). 
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On the other hand, if the developing time for the printer 
language data for the first page is longer than the base time 
"T" at Step 53, and if the volume of the printer language 
data for the first page is larger than the volume of the BM 
5 compressed data at Step S54, the BM compressed data for the 
first page will be stored in the print memory 18 (Step S58) , 
and the printer language data for the first page will be 
deleted from the working memory 17 (Step S59). Next, the 
printing time for two pages will be set as the base time "T" 

10 for the second page (Step S60). Steps S53, S54, S55, S56, 
S58 and S59 are identical to those in the third mode. 

If the image data for the second and the rest of pages 
are the subject (Steps S51, S52), the base time "T" that has 
already been set will be compared with the developing time 

15 for the printer language data for the current page (Step S53 ) . 
The base time "T" is the printing time for one page if the 
image data for the previous page is stored in the print memory 
18 as a printer language data, and is a printing time for 
two pages if the image data for the previous page is stored 

20 in the print memory 18 as a BM compressed data. If the 
developing time for the printer language data for the current 
page is shorter than the base time "T," the volume of the 
printer language data for the current page will be compared 
with the volume of BM compressed data for the current page 
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(Step S54). If the volume of the printer language data for 
the current page is smaller than the volume of BM compressed 
data for the current page, the printer language data for the 
current page will be stored in the print memory 18 (Step S55) , 
5 and the BM compressed data for the current page will be deleted 
from the working memory 17 (Step S56). Next, the printing 
time for one page will be set as the base time "T" for the 
next page (Step S57). 

On the other hand, if the developing time for the printer 

10 language data for the current page is found to be longer than 
the base time "T" at Step S53 , and if the volume of the printer 
language data for the current page is larger than the volume 
of BM compressed data for the current page at Step S54, the 
BM compressed data for the current page will be stored in 

15 the print memory 18 (Step S58) , and the printer language data 
for the current page will be deleted from the working memory 
17 (Step S59), Next, the printing time for two pages will 
be set up as the base time "T" for the next page (Step S60) • 

20 Now, the image data process executed by the printer is 

described using an example of printing "A" copies of an image 
data having "N" pages. 

First, as shown in Fig, 8A, the information transmitted 
from the computer 2 concerning the print instruction 
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including the printer language data, the number of copies 
"A" to be produced, and the number of pages per copy "N" is 
received through the interface unit 11 (Step S101), and the 
printer language data is stored in the working memory 17 (Step 
5 S102). Next, the number of copies "A" is compared with 1 
(Step S103) . 

If the number of copies "A" is 1, printing is executed 
without storing the image data. More specifically, 1 is set 
to a variable "M" that represents a current page number that 

10 is controlled by the CPU 10 (Step S104) , the printer language 
data for the first page is rasterized and developed into a 
bitmap (Step S105) . The bitmap data is then transmitted to 
the printing unit 6 (Step S106). Next, the page number "N" 
is compared with the variable "M" (Step S107) . If the page 

15 number "N" is larger than the variable "M," the variable "M" 
is incremented by 1 (Step S108), the process returns to Step 
S105, and the process of the printer language data for the 
second page begins . 

Steps SI 05 through S108 are repeated until the variable 
20 "M" becomes equal to the number of pages "N." When the 
printing of the N-th page, which is the last page, is completed, 
it no longer holds the condition M<N, and the process ends 
(Step S107) . 

On the other hand, if the number of copies "A" is more 
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than one at Step S103, the image data will be stored page 
by page into the print memory 18 as a BM compressed data or 
a printer language data according to the selected mode to 
form a print file in case of printing the first copy. The 
5 specific process flow is as follows. 

First, at Step S109, 1 is set to the variable "B" and 
the variable "M" that respectively represent the copy and 
the page currently being processed (Step S109). Next, the 
printer language data for the first page of the first copy 
10 is rasterized and developed into a bitmap data (Step S110) . 
The bitmap data is then compressed by the compression- 
expansion unit 12, and will be stored in the working memory 
17 as a BM compressed data (Step Sill). The BM compressed 
data is expanded by the compression-expansion unit 12 to be 
15 a bitmap data (Step SI 12). The bitmap data is transmitted 
to the printing unit 6 to execute the printing of the image 
data (Step S113) . 

Next, the format of the image data stored in the print 
memory 18 is selected (Step S114) . The selection process for 
20 the data format is executed by one of the first through fifth 
modes shown in Fig . 3 through Fig . 7 . When the printer 
language data is selected, the printer language data will 
be stored into the print memory 18. In the meantime, the BM 
compressed data stored in the working memory 17 at Step Sill 
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will be deleted. If the BM compressed data is selected, the 
BM compressed data will be stored in the print memory 18, 
while the printer language data stored in the working memory 
17 at Step SI 02 will be deleted. 
5 Next, the page number "N" is compared with the variable 

"M" (Step S115). If the page number "N" is larger than "M," 
the variable "M" is incremented by 1 (Step S116), and the 
process returns to Step S110. Therefore, the process of the 
printer language for the second page of the first copy begins 

10 if the page number "N" is more than one. 

Steps S110-S116 are repeated until the printing process 
and the selection process for the data format are completed 
and the condition of M < N is no longer satisfied. 
Consequently, the variable "M" that represents the page 

15 currently being processed will be incremented repeatedly 
until it becomes equal to the page number "N." 

In this manner, the printing process and the selection 
process for the data format are executed page by page. When 
the variable "M" becomes equal to the page number "N" at Step 

20 SI 16 and the printing process and the selection process of 
the data format for the last page of the first copy are 
completed (Steps S110 through S114), the condition M<N is 
no longer satisfied at Step S115. Accordingly, the process 
proceeds to Step S117 to begin the process for the second 
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copy as shown in Fig. 8B. 

Thus, when the process for the first copy is completed , 
the image data for the first page through the last page, or 
the N-th page, is stored in the print memory 18 page by page 
either as a print language data or as a BM compressed data 
to form the print file. Since the data format for each page 
is generally not identical, the image data stored in the print 
memory 18 contains the printer language memory data and the 
BM compressed data. 

Now, the printing process for the second copy and the 
rest of the copies is described referring to Fig. 8B. The 
printing process for the second copy and the rest of the copies 
is executed based on the print file prepared in the printing 
process for the first copy. 

First, a variable "B" that represents the copy currently 
being processed is set to 2 (Step S117) and the variable "M" 
that represents the page currently being processed is set 
to 1 (Step S118). Next, the image data for the first page 
stored in the print memory 18 is judged whether it is a printer 
language data or not (Step SI 19). 

When the image data for the first page is stored as a 
printer language data, the printer language data is retrieved 
from the print memory 18, rasterized and developed into the 
bitmap data (Step S120). The bitmap data is transmitted to 



the printing unit 6 , and the image data is printed ( Step S 1 2 1 ) . 

On the other hand, if the image data for the first page 
is stored as a BM compressed data at Step SI 19, the BM 
compressed data is retrieved from the print memory 18, and 
5 expanded by the compression-expansion unit 12 to be a bitmap 
data (Step S122). The bitmap data is transmitted to the 
printing unit to print the image data (Step S121). 

After the transmission of the bitmap data for the first 
page of the second copy to the printing unit 6 is completed 
10 at Step S121, the variable "M" that represents the page 
currently being processed is compared with the page number 
"N" (Step S123) . If the page number "N" is greater than the 
variable "M," the variable number "M" is incremented by 1 
(Step S124) , and the process returns to S119. Therefore, if 
15 the page number "N" is more than one, the variable "M" is 
set to 2, and the printing process for the second page of 
the second copy will be executed similar to the process of 
the first page. 

Steps S119 through S124 will be repeated until the 
20 printing process for all the pages for the second copy is 
completed and the condition M<N is no longer satisfied, in 
other words, the variable "M" is repeatedly incremented by 
1 until it becomes equal to the page number "N." 

In this manner, the printing process for the second copy 
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is executed page by page. When the variable "M" becomes equal 
to the page number "N" at Step 124 and the printing process 
of the last page for the second copy is completed (Step SI 19 
through S122), the condition of M<N is no longer satisfied 
at Step 123. Accordingly, the variable "B" that represents 
the copy currently being processed is incremented by 1 (Step 
S125). Next, the variable "B" is compared with the number 
of copies "a" (Step S126) . If the variable "B" is equal to 
or smaller than the number of copies "A," the process returns 
to the Step S118. Therefore, the printing process of the 
third copy is executed similar to that of the second copy 
if the number of copies "A" is more than two. 

Steps SI 18 through S126 are repeated until the printing 
process of the A-th copy, or the last copy, is completed and 
the condition B^A is no longer satisfied. 

As described above, the image data is stored page by 
page either as a printer language data or a BM compressed 
data according to the mode applied at Step SI 14 to form a 
print file during the printing process for the first copy. 
The printing process for the second copy and the rest of the 
copies are executed according to the print file. Therefore, 
shortening of the printing process and/or effective use of 
the storage device can be achieved in the second copy and 



the rest of the copies according to a selected mode, i.e., 
one of the first through fifth modes shown in Fig. 3 through 
Fig. 7. 

Embodiment 2 

Embodiment 2 relates to a printer with reprinting 
capability. The reprinting capability is a capability of 
printing an image data, after printing it once following 
instructions of a computer, without receiving the same image 
data from the computer again. More specifically, the 
reprinting capability is to execute the next printing based 
on the image data, or the print file stored in the storage 
device of the printer in the first printing. 

In Embodiment 1 , an image data is printed without being 
stored in the print memory 18 when the number of copy specified 
by the computer is one (Fig. 8A) . However, in Embodiment 2, 
an image data is stored in the print memory 18 page by page 
to form a print file even if the number of copies to be made 
is one. in order to clarify the difference between 
Embodiment 1 and Embodiment 2, an instance where the number 
of copies is one is cited. 

Now, the process of printing the first copy is described 
referring to Fig. 9 in the following. 

First, a printer language data, the number of copies 



"A" and the number of pages per copy "N" are received (Step 
S201) , and the printer language data is stored in the working 
memory 17 (Step S202). As the printing process begins with 
the printing of the first page of the first copy, a variable 
5 "B" that represents the current copy to be printed is set 
to 1 (Step S203) and a variable "M" that represents the page 
currently being processed to 1 (Step S204) . As shown above, 
different from Embodiment 1, Embodiment 2 does not have a 
step to determine whether the number of copies is 1 or more 

10 than one. Thus, the image data is stored in the print memory 
18 to form a print file even if the number of copy is 1. 

Next, the printer language data of the first page is 
rasterized to become a bitmap data (Step S205) . The bitmap 
data is compressed and stored in the working memory 17 as 

15 a BM compressed data (Step S206). Next, the BM compressed 
data is expanded to become a bitmap data (Step S207). The 
bitmap data is transmitted to the printing unit 6 to have 
the image data printed (Step S208) . Next, the format of the 
image data to be stored in the print memory 18 is selected 

20 (Step S209) . 

The selection of the data format at Step S2 09 is executed 
according to either one of the first through the fifth modes 
shown in Fig. 3 through Fig. 7. When a printer language data 
is selected, the printer language data is stored in the print 
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memory 18, while the BM compressed data stored in the working 
memory 17 at Step S206 will be deleted. when the BM 
compressed data is selected, the BM compressed data will be 
stored in the print memory 18, while the printer language 
5 data stored in the working memory 17 at Step S202 will be 
deleted . 

Next, the page number "N" and the variable "M" will be 
compared (Step S210) . if the page number "N" is larger than 
the variable M, the variable "M" is incremented by 1 (Step 
10 S211), and the process returns to Step S205. Therefore, if 
the page number "N" is more than one, the process of the 
printer language data for the second page of the first copy 
begins . 

Steps S205 through S211 will be repeated until the 
15 printing of all pages of the first copy and the selection 
of the format are completed and the condition of M<N is no 
longer satisfied. In other words, the variable "M" that 
represents the page currently processed is incremented by 
1 repeatedly until it becomes equal to the number of pages 
2 0 "N." 

Accordingly, when the process of the first copy is 
finished, the image data for the first page through the last 
page, or the N-th page will be stored page by page as a printer 
language data or a BM compressed data in the print memory 
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18 to form the print file. 

Next, the reprinting process will be described 
referring to Fig* 10. 

First, reprinting is instructed and the number of copies 
5 "A" is entered (Step S212). The instruction of the 
reprinting is entered not by the computer but by, for example, 
an operating panel provided at the printer 4. Next, the 
variable "B" that represents the number of the copy currently 
being processed will be set to 1 (Step S213) , and the variable 
10 "M" that represents the page currently being processed will 
be set to 1 (Step S214) . Next, the image data for the first 
page stored in the print memory 18 is judged whether it is 
a printer language data or not (Step S215). 

If the first page image data is stored as a printer 
15 language data, the printer language data will be called from 
the print memory 18, and raster ized to become a bitmap data 
(Step S216) . The bitmap data is transmitted to the printing 
unit 6 and the image data will be printed (Step S217). 

On the other hand, if the image data of the first page 
20 is a BM compressed data at S215, the BM compressed data is 
retrieved from the print memory 18, and expanded by the 
compression-expansion unit 12 to become a bitmap data (Step 
S218) . The bitmap data is transmitted to the printing unit 
6 to be printed out (Step S217). 
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After the transmission of the bitmap data of the first 
page to the printing unit 6 is completed at Step S217, the 
variable "M" is compared with the page number "N" (Step S219 ) . 
If the page number "N" is larger than the variable "M," the 
5 variable "M" is incremented by 1 (Step S220) and the process 
returns to Step S215. Thus, if the page number "N" is more 
than one, the variable "M" is set to 2, the process of printing 
the second page proceeds similar to the process of the first 
page. 

10 Steps S215 through S220 are repeated until the printing 

process of all the pages is completed and the condition of 
M<N is no longer satisfied. In other words, the variable 
"M" is incremented by 1 repeatedly until it becomes equal 
to the page number "N" (Step S221). After the printing 

15 process of all the pages is completed, the variable "B" that 
represents the number of the copy currently being processed 
is incremented by 1 (Step S221). Next, the variable "B" is 
compared with the number of copies "A" (Step S222). If the 
variable "B" is equal or smaller than the number of copies 

20 "A," the process returns to the Step S214. Thus, if the 
number of copies "A" is more than one, the processing of the 
second copy begins . 

Steps S214 through S222 are repeated until the printing 
process for the A-th copy, or the last page is completed and 
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the condition B^A is no longer satisfied. 

As shown above, the print file used for the printing 
process of the second copy and the rest of the copies in the 
5 Embodiment 1 is used for the reprinting process in Embodiment 
2. Although Embodiment 1 and Embodiment 2 are different in 
terms of the objects of the usage of the print file, the 
content of the process is the same in both cases. 

Moreover, although Embodiment 2 is described in the 
10 above around a case where the number of copies to be produced 
is instructed by the computer to be 1, the same description 
holds for a case where a plurality of copies is to be produced. 
For example, the printing of the second copy and the rest 
of the copies can be processed based on the print file formed 
15 by the printing of the first copy same as in the case of 
Embodiment 1 . 

Embodiment 3 

When the computer 2 is instructing the printer 4 to print 
20 "A" number of copies, in reference to Fig. 2, the printer 
4 executes the printing of the first copy to the last copy, 
or the A-th copy. However, if the number of copies "A" is 
large, the workload on the printer 4 becomes heavy, and the 
printing time becomes longer. 
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In case of Embodiment 3, in order to reduce the workload 
of the first printer, or the printer which is instructed by 
the computer to print "A" number of copies, a portion "C" 
of the number of copies "A" is delegated to the second printer 
or, the different printer connected to the first printer via 
the network. On the other hand, the second printer prints 
the delegated number "C" copies, based on the print file 
transmitted from the first printer. in other words, 
Embodiment 3 provides an integrated printer function using 
a plurality of printers connected to a network. 

More specifically, the first printer prints a copy of 
the image data without storing it when it receives an 
instruction for printing one copy only, when it receives an 
instruction for printing a plurality of copies , it produces 
a print file during the printing of one copy. The print file 
is composed of the image data stored in the print memory 18 
page by page as a BM compressed data or a printer language 
data according to a selected mode. The first printer 
transmits the print file to the second printer to execute 
the printing of the "C" portion of the "A" copies, while 
printing the rest of the "A" copies. 

Next, the processing of the first and second printers 
will be described more specifically. However, the 
description of the printing process of the first printer 



shown in Fig. 11A and Fig* 11B is outlined as it is similar 
to the process according to Embodiment 1 shown in Fig. 8A 
and Fig. 8B. 

The first printer prints the image data without storing 
5 the image data (Steps S3 04 through S308) when it receives 
an instruction for only one copy (Steps S301 through S303) . 
However, when it receives an instruction for a plurality of 
copies (Steps S301 through S303), the image data is stored 
in the print memory 18 page by page as a BM compressed data 

10 or a printer language data according to a selected mode, to 
produce a print file during the printing process for the first 
copy (Steps S309 through S316). 

After the printing process for the first copy is 
completed, the first printer transmits the number of copies 

15 "C" to be delegated and the print file to the second printer 
(Step S3 17). The number of copies "C" is entered through a 
setup panel of the first printer. However, The computer 2 
may be adapted for setting up the number of copies "C". If 
either one of the first mode, the third mode and the fifth 

20 mode shown in Fig. 3, Fig. 5 and Fig. 7 is applied in order 
to prepare the print file, the reduction of the print file 
volume is attempted. This means the reduction of the data 
volume to be transmitted from the first printer to the second 
printer, which contributes to the reduction of the network 
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load and the reduction of the transmission time. 

Next, the processing of the second copy and the rest 
of the copies is conducted (Steps S318 through S326). This 
process is identical to the cases of Embodiment 1 and 
5 Embodiment 2 except the fact that the number of copies 
actually printed by the first printer is the number of copies 
"A" specified by the computer minus the number of copies "C, " 
which is the number of copies delegated to the second printer • 
In other words, they are the same with respect to the fact 

10 that the number of copies and the number of pages are 
controlled using the variable "B" that represents the copy 
currently being processed and the variable "M" that 
represents the page currently being processed. 

When Steps S3 18 through S326 are repeated to execute 

15 the printing process of the N-th page of the (A-C)-th copy, 
the variable B is set to (A-C) at Step S325. Therefore, since 
the condition "B<(A-C)" at Step S326 is not satisfied, it 
is judged that the printing process of (A-C) copies, for which 
the first printer is responsible, is completed and the 

20 process in the first printer terminates (Step S326). 

Now, the process in the second printer is described 
referring to Fig. 12. The process in the second printer is 
generally identical to the process of the reprinting in 
Embodiment 2 (refer to Fig. 10) except that it uses the print 



- 38 - 



file transmitted from the first printer and the number of 
copies "C." 

First , the print file transmitted from the first printer 
and the number of copies "C" are received (Step S501). The 
5 print file is prepared during the printing process of the 
first copy by the first printer and composed of the image 
data stored in the print memory 18 page by page as a BM 
compressed data or a printer language data according to a 
selected mode. 

10 Next,, the variable "B" that represents the copy 

currently being processed is set to 1 (Step S502), and the 
variable "M" that represents the page currently being 
processed is set to 1 (Step S503 ) . Next, it is judged whether 
the image data is stored in the format of a printer language 

15 data or a BM compressed data (Step S504). If a printer 
language data is stored, the printer language data will be 
rasterized to become a bitmap data (Step S505). If a BM 
compressed data is stored, the BM compressed data will be 
expanded by the compression-expansion unit 12 to become a 

20 bitmap data (Step S507), 

Next, the bitmap data thus obtained is transmitted to 
the printing unit 6 to have the image data printed { Step S507 ) . 
Next, the variable "M" is compared with the number of pages 
per copy "N" (Step S508). If the page number "N" is larger 
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than the variable "M," the variable "M" is incremented by 
1 (Step S509), and the process will return to the Step S504. 

After the variable "M" becomes equal to the page number 
"N" by repeating Steps S504 through S509, the variable "B" 
5 that represents the copy currently being processed is 
incremented by 1 (Step S510). Next, the variable "B" is 
compared with the number of copies "C" (Step S511). If the 
number of variable "B" is smaller or equal to the number of 
copies "C," the process returns to the Step S503. 
10 When the variable "B" becomes larger than the number 

of copies "C" by repeating Steps S503 through S511, the 
process of printing "C" copies delegated to the second 
printer is judged to have been completed and the process in 
the second printer terminates . 

15 

The print file is prepared according to the mode applied 
at Step S3 14, one of the first mode through the fifth mode 
shown in Fig. 3 through Fig. 7, for the purpose of the 
effective use of the storage device and/or for the reduction 
20 of the printing process time in the first printer. As a 
result, the effective use of the storage device and/or the 
reduction of the printing process time are achieved also in 
the second printer that uses the same print file. In 
particular, if either of the first mode, the third mode or 
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the firth mode is applied, the effective use of the storage 
device, or the reduction of the print file volume is achieved. 
It results in reducing the data volume transmitted from the 
first printer to the second printer and contributing to the 
5 reduction of the network load and the reduction of the 
transmission time. 

Embodiment 4 

Embodiment 4 relates to measures to cope with the 
10 printing error, which occurs in a printer that can delegate 
printing to a different printer connected to a network. 
Specifically, the first printer, or the printer for which 
the printing instruction has been issued by a computer, 
generally prints all the copies, but delegates the printing 
15 of the remaining copies to the second printer, or the 
different printer, when the printing of the image data cannot 
be completed due to an error, etc. Thus, Embodiment 4 is 
different from Embodiment 3, which provides an integrated 
printing function using a plurality of computers. 
20 The printing errors include out of paper, paper jam, 

out of toner, etc. , which can be detected by sensors attached 
to the printer. Since the sensors are those that are normally 
provided on the page printer, and their structures and 
functions are similar to those normally used, their 
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descriptions are omitted here. 

More specif ically, the first printer transmits a print 
file stored in the print memory 18 to the second printer when 
an error occurs . The print file is prepared according to one 
5 of the first through the fifth mode shown in Fig, 3 through 
Fig* 7 as in Embodiment 3, and consists of a image data, which 
is a mixture of printer language data and BM compressed data 
formed page by page . The mode is selected from the standpoint 
of the effective use of the storage device (the reduction 

10 of the network load and the reduction of the transmission 
time) and/or reduction of the printing process time. 

Next, the details of processing the first printer will 
be described referring to Fig. 13A and Fig. 13B. 

First, the information concerning the printing 

15 instructions transmitted from the computer 2, or the printer 
language data, the number of copies "A" and the number of 
pages per copy "N" are received (Step S401) , and the printer 
language data is stored into the working memory 17 (Step S402) . 
The number of copies "A" is then compared with 1 (Step S403) . 

20 If the number of copies "A" is 1, printing will be 

executed (Steps S404 through S408) without storing the image 
data similar to Steps S101 through S108 of Embodiment 1 shown 
in Fig. 8A. 

If the number of copies "A" is more than one, the variable 
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B that represents the copy currently being processed is set 
to 1, and also the variable M that represents the page 
currently being processed is set to 1 (Step S409) . Next, the 
printer language data is rasterized to become a bitmap data 
(Step S410). The bitmap data will be compressed by the 
compression-expansion unit 12 and stored in the working 
memory 17 as a BM compressed data (Step S411) . Next, the BM 
compressed data will be expanded by the compression- 
expansion unit 12 and become a bitmap data (Step S412). 

Next, it determines if there is any printing error (Step 
413). If there is no printing error, the bitmap data will 
be transmitted to the printing unit 6 to cause the image data 
to be printed (Step S414), and the format of the image data 
stored in the print memory 18 will be selected (Step S415). 
If any printing error exists, the bitmap data will not be 
transmitted to the printing unit 6, and the format of the 
image data stored in the print memory 18 will be selected 
(Step S415) . The selection will be based on one of the first 
mode through the fifth mode shown in Fig. 3 through Fig. 7. 

Next, the variable "M" is compared with the page number 
"N" (Step S416). If the page number "N" is larger than the 
variable "M, " the variable "M" is incremented by 1 (Step S417 ) , 
and the process returns to Step S410. 

The condition "M<N" of Step S416 will no longer be 



satisfied when the variable "M" becomes equal to the page 
number "N" by repeating Steps S410 through S417. It means 
that the image data of all the pages is stored in the print 
memory 18 to form the print file. Next, it is determined 
5 whether there is any printing error (Step S419) . When there 
is any printing error, the print file and the number of 
unfinished copies, or the number of copies "A" are 
transmitted to the second printer (Step S418), the process 
in the first printer terminates* 

10 Now, the process of a case when it is determined that 

the printing error is not occurring at Step S419, or the 
process for the second copy and the rest of the copies when 
the image data of the first copy is normally printed is 
described referring to Fig. 13C. 

15 First, the variable "M" is set to 1, and the process 

of the first page of the second copy begins (Step S420) . Next, 
it is determined whether the image data stored in the print 
memory 18 is a printer language data or a BM compressed data 
(Step S421). If a BM compressed data is stored, the BM 

20 compressed data is expanded by the compression-extension 
unit 12 to become a bitmap data (Step S422) . If the printer 
language data is stored, the printer language data will be 
rasterized and become a bitmap data (Step S423). 

Next, it is judged if there is any printing error (Step 
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S424). When any printing error exists, the print file and 
the unfinished number of copies will be transmitted to the 
second printer (Step S425), and the process in the first 
printer terminates. If the printing error does not exist, 
5 the bitmap data will be transmitted to the printing unit 6 
to cause the image data to be printed (Step S426), and the 
variable "M" will be compared with the page number "N" (Step 
S427). If the page number "N" is larger than the variable 
"M," the variable "M" is incremented by 1 (Step S428) and 

10 the process returns to Step S421. The printing errors are 
detected by sensors same as in the detection of printing 
errors for the first copy as described at Step S413. 

After the variable M becomes equal to the page number 
"N" by repeating Step S421 through Step S428, the variable 

15 B that represents the copy currently being processed is 
incremented by 1 (Step S429). Next, the variable B is 
compared with the number of copies "A" (Step S430) . If the 
variable "B" is smaller than or equal to the number of copies 
"A," the process returns to Step S420. 

20 The process in the first printer terminates when the 

variable "B" is larger than the number of copies "C" by 
repeating Step S42 0 through Step S430 while there is no 
printing error. However, if an error occurs during the 
(B+l)-th copy after having completed the printing of "B" 



- 45 - 



number of copies, the print file and the unfinished (A-B) 
number of copies will be transmitted to the second printer. 
Now, the process in the second printer is described. 
However, its detail description is omitted here because the 
5 process is same as the process according to Embodiment 3 (Fig. 
12) . 

First, the print file and the number of unfinished 
copies transmitted from the first printer are received. The 
image data of the print file is judged whether it is stored 

10 in the format of a printer language data or a BM compressed 
data page by page. If a printer language data is stored, it 
will be rasterized to become a bitmap data . On the other hand , 
if a BM compressed data is stored, it will be expanded by 
the compression-expansion unit 12 to become a bitmap data. 

15 The bitmap data is transmitted to the printing unit 6 to have 
the image data printed. 

It is also possible to provide a similar function for 
coping with printing error in the second printer as in the 
first printer. In this case, the second printer can transmit 

2 0 the print file and the unfinished number of copies to a third 
printer, or a different printer connected to the second 
printer via the network, if there is a printing error. 

As described above, the first printer, or the printer 
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to which the printing instruction for "A" number of copies 
is issued by the computer, prints all the number of copies. 
The printing of the second copy and the rest of the copies 
are executed based on the print file prepared during the 
5 printing of the first copy. However, if a printing error 
occurs, it is delegated to the second printer, or the 
different printer connected to the first printer via the 
network. Also, in a case where the first copy printing is 
unable due to an error, the first printer prepares a print 

10 file for the purpose of delegating the printing of the 
unfinished number of copies to the second printer. On the 
other hand, the second printer then prints the unfinished 
number of copies. 

In Embodiment 4, the number of copies to be printed by 

15 the second printer is unpredictable as the job is transferred 
to the second printer as a result of an incidental printing 
error. In that sense, Embodiment 4 is different from 
Embodiment 3 where the number of prints to be printed by the 
second printer is predetermined. 

20 Moreover, the print file is prepared according to the 

mode applied at Step S415, or one of the first mode through 
the fifth mode shown in Fig. 3 through Fig. 7 for the purpose 
of effective use of the storage device and/or the reduction 
of the printing process time in the first printer. Therefore, 
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the effective use of the storage device and/or the reduction 
of the printing process time are attempted in the second 
printer as well, which uses the same print file. In 
particular, if either of the first mode, the third mode or 
5 the firth mode is applied, the effective use of the storage 
device, or the reduction of the print file volume is achieved. 
It results in reducing the data volume transmitted from the 
first printer to the second printer and contributing to the 
reduction of the network load and the reduction of the 
10 transmission time. 



Embodiment 5 

In Embodiment 1 through Embodiment 4 , a printer language 
data and a BM compressed data are compared as the formats 

15 of the image data. However, it is possible to compare an 
intermediate language data with a BM compressed data. The 
intermediate language data is an intermediate data between 
the printer language data and the bitmap data, and is 
generated in the course of the rasterization of the printer 

20 language data. In other words, the rasterization process is 
equivalent to the emulation of the printer language to 
generate the intermediate language data from the printer 
language data and to the conversion of the intermediate 
language data into the bitmap data. 
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Next, the outline of the printer operation will be 
described referring to Fig. 14. 

In the execution of printing, the first step is to 
receive the printer language data transmitted from the 
5 computer (Step S601) . The printer language data is emulated 
(S602) to produce the intermediate language data (StepS603). 
The intermediate language is converted into graphics (Step 
S604) to become a bitmap data (Step S605). Next, the image 
data is printed based on the bitmap data (Step S606). 
10 The intermediate language data is applicable to the 

first mode through the fifth mode as a replacement of the 
printer language data as follows. 

In the modified first mode, the data format can be 
decided based on the volume comparison between the 
15 intermediate language data and the BM compressed data. In 
the modified second mode and the modified fourth mode, the 
data format can be decided based on the comparison between 
the printing time and the time required for developing the 
intermediate language data into the bitmap data. In the 
20 modified third mode and the modified fifth mode, the data 
format is decided based on the comparison between the volume 
comparison between the intermediate language data and the 
BM compressed data as well as the printing time and the time 
required for developing the intermediate language data into 
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the bitmap data. 

Thus, the print file is formed according to one of the 
modified first mode through the modified fifth mode and 
includes a page by page data of a mixture of an intermediate 
5 language data and a BM compressed data. The print file is 
used for printing/reprinting of the second copy and the rest 
of the copies or transferred to a different printer for 
printing. Furthermore, the image data for the print file is 
judged page by page whether it is formed as an intermediate 

10 language data or a BM compressed data. If an intermediate 
language data is stored, the intermediate language data will 
be converted into graphics, and into a bitmap data. However, 
if a BM compressed data is stored, the BM compressed data 
will be expanded by the compression-expansion unit 12 into 

15 a bitmap data. The bitmap data will be transferred to the 
printing unit 6 to print the image data. 

It is obvious that this invention is not limited to the 
particular embodiments shown and described above but may be 
20 variously changed and modified by any person of ordinary 
skill in the art without departing from the technical concept 
of this invention. 

For example, the mode that determines the data format 
can have wide varieties and modifications based on the 
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comparison between the printer language data volume and the 
BM compressed data volume as well as the comparison between 
the printing time and the time required for developing the 
printer language data into the bitmap data. 
5 The developing time can be obtained either by measuring 

the actual time required for developing or by calculating 
based on the estimation. Since the printing time for one page 
can be considered approximately constant, it can be 
substituted with a specified time. Thus, it is possible to 

10 compare the specified time and the developing time. 

Moreover, the developing time may include the time 
required for compressing the bitmap data and the time 
required for expanding the compressed BM data. In other 
words, it is possible to use the sum of the time required 

15 for developing the printer language data into a bitmap data, 
the time required for compressing the bitmap data, and the 
time required for expanding the compressed BM data as the 
developing time. On the contrary, it is possible to use the 
time required for expanding the compressed BM data as a part 

20 of the printing time. 

Also, it is possible to constitute the printer in such 
a way as to make it possible to select the mode from a plurality 
of choices . In such a case, a desired mode can be arbitrarily 
selected depending on the usage condition. 
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Moreover, Embodiment 1 through Embodiment 5 are 
described to be used for electronic photography printers 
where the bitmap data is written into a photoconductor in 
order to print. However, Embodiment 1 through Embodiment 5 
5 can be used for any printers as long as printing is done using 
the bitmap data developed from the image data for one page. 
Also, it is possible to use a recording medium other than 
the photoconductor on which to write the bitmap data. Thus, 
it is obvious that they can be applied to printers other than 
10 the electronic photography type printers. 
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What is claimed is: 

1. A method of processing image data, comprising the 
steps of: 

5 (a) receiving a first image data; 

(b) obtaining a second image data by means of developing 
the first image data; 

(c) obtaining a third image data by means of compressing 
the second image data; 

10 (d) comparing a volume of the first image data and a 

volume of the third image data; and 

(e) storing the image data of the smaller of said two 
volumes while discarding the image data of the larger of said 
two volumes . 

15 2. A method according to claim 1, in which the first 

image data and the second image data consist of a printer 
language data and a bitmap data, respectively, 

3* A device for processing image data, comprising: 
a receiver for receiving a first image data consisting 
20 of a printer language data; 

a first generator for generating a second image data 
consisting of a bitmap data by means of developing the first 
image data; 

a second generator for generating a third image data 
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by means of compressing the second image data; 

a comparator for comparing a volume of the first image 
data and a volume of the third image data; and 

a storage means for storing the image data of the smaller 
5 of said two volumes while discarding the image data of the 
larger of said two volumes. 

4. A device according to claim 3, in which, in case of 
printing a plurality of copies, the second copy and the rest 
of the copies are printed based on the stored image data. 
10 5. A device according to claim 3, in which said 

comparator executes said comparison of the volumes of said 
image data page by page and either the first image data or 
the third image data will be stored according to the result 
of said comparison. 
15 6. A device according to claim 3, further comprising 

a transmitter for transmitting the stored image data to an 
external apparatus through a network. 

7. A device according to claim 3, further comprising 
a detector for detecting problems during printing, and a 

20 transmitter for transmitting the stored image data when said 
detector detects a problem during printing through a network. 

8. A method of processing image data, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) receiving a first image data; 
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(b) obtaining a second image data by means of developing 
the first image data; 

(c) printing on a recording medium using the second 
image data; 

5 (d) comparing a first time required for developing the 

first image data and a second time required for printing with 
the second image data; and 

(e) storing the first image data if the first time is 
shorter than the second time based on the result of said 
10 comparison. 

9. A method according to claim 8, in which the first 
image data and the second image data consist of a printer 
language data and a bitmap data respectively. 

10 • An image data processing device comprising: 
15 a receiver for receiving a first image data consisting 

of a printer language data; 

a generator for generating a second image data that 
consists of a bitmap data by means of developing the first 
image data; 

20 a transmitter for transmitting the second image data 

to a printing unit for printing the image data on a recording 
medium; 

a comparator for comparing a first time required for 
developing the first image data and a specified second time; 
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and 

a storage means for storing the first image data if the 
first time is shorter than the second time based on the result 
of said comparison. 
5 11. A device according to claim 10, in which said second 

time is a time required for printing the image data on a 
printing medium using the second image data. 

12. A device according to claim 10, further comprising 
a printing unit for forming the image data based on the second 

10 image data transmitted from said transmitter. 

13. An image processing device comprising: 

a receiver for receiving a first image data consisting 
of a printer language data; 

a first generator for generating a second image data 
15 consisting of a bitmap data by means of developing the first 
image data; 

a second generator for generating a third image data 
by means of compressing the second image data; 

a transmitter for transmitting the second image data 
20 to a printing unit for printing the image data on a recording 
medium; 

a comparing means for comparing a first time required 
for developing the first image data and a specified second 
time; and 
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1 

a storage means for storing the first image data if the 
first time is shorter than the second time and storing the 
third image data if the first time is longer than the second 
time based on the result of said comparison. 
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ABSTRACT 



A method of processing image data including the steps 
of receiving a printer language data, obtaining a bitmap data 
5 by developing the printer language data, obtaining a BM 
compressed data by compressing the bitmap data, comparing 
volumes of the printer language data and the BM compressed 
data and storing the image data of the smaller of two volumes 
while discarding the image data of the larger of two volumes . 
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^transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith and to file, to 
jprosecute and to transact all business in connection with all patent applications directed to the 
invention: 

Thomas E. Ciotti (Reg. No. 21,013) 
Gladys H. Monroy (Reg. No. 32,430) 
Barry E. Bretschneider (Reg. No.. 28,05 
Freddie K. Park (Reg. No. 35,636) 
Paul C. Kimball (Reg. No. 34,641) 
Shmuel Livnat (Reg. No. 33,949) 
Tyler Dylan (Reg. No. 37,612) 
Thomas G. Wiseman (Reg. No. 35,046) 
Antoinette F. Konski (Reg. No. 34,202) 
E. Victor Donahue (Reg. No. 35,492) 
Laurie Axford (Reg. No. 35,053) 
Catherine M. Polizzi (Reg. No. 40,130) 
Thomas D. Mays (Reg. No. 34,524) 
Richard D. Jordan (Reg. No. 33,519) 



Kate H. Murashige (Reg. No. 29,959) 
Debra Shetka (Reg. No. 33,309) 
Thomas E. Wheelock (Reg. No. 28,825) 
Stephen C. Durant (Reg. No. 31,506) 
Patricia M. Drost (Reg. No. 29,790) 
Cecily Anne Snyder (Reg. No. 37,448) 
Edward G. Durney (Reg. No. 37,61 1) 
Madeline I. Johnston (Reg. No. 36,174) 
Harry J. Macey (Reg. No. 32,818) 
Robert Saltzberg (Reg. No. 36,910) 
Mani Adeli (Reg. No. 39,585) 
Sean Brennan (Reg. No. 39,917) 
J. Michael Schiff (Reg. No. 40,253) 



Please direct all communications to: 

Barry E. Bretschneider 
Morrison & Foerster LLP 
2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1888 

Please direct all telephone calls to Barry E. Bretschneider at (202) 887-1500. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
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statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under § 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code 
and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent 
issued thereon. r-1 t - 0 1 D 



Date Name: Takenori IDEHARA 



Residence: Machida-Shi, Tokyo, Japan 

Citizenship- Japan 

Post Office Address: c/o Minolta Co.. Ltd , Osaka Kokusai BIdg. 3-13, 2-Chome, Azuchi-Machi, Chuo-Ku, 
Osaka-Shi, Osaka, 541-8556, JAPAN 
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